





Why Northern Viginia Natives Are the Best Chace

Loss of native vegetation and fragmentation of the natural landscape in Northern Virginia
have had a significant impact on the ecological integrity of the region. As a result, wildlife
habitat, water quality, air quality, and the histori natural character of the landscape have
suffered.

Property owners and land managers can make a profound difference in the ecological
sustainability of our region by choosing to plant species that are native to Northern Virginia
rather than species that are not native to this area.

Whether you are a residential gardener, professional landscaper, or a grounds manager
there are many Northern Virginia native plants from which to choose!

Most of the plants featured in this guide are nursery propagated and can be found for sale
at some local retail establishments. With increasing demand for natives as more and more
gardeners discover their benefits, retailers are offering an ever-widening selection.

Northern Virginia native plants are beautiful. They have appealing foliage, flowers,
and berries that can make your landscape unique, attractive, and welcoming, not only for
people, but also for local wildlife.

Northern Virginia native plants are easy to maintain and save time and money.
Naturally adapted to our local soils and climate, the native plants in this guide require less
fertilizer, water, and pesticides, and help reduce the load of chemicals introduced into our
environment.

Northern Virginia native plants support wildlife. Birds and butterflies depend

on native plants for food, shelter, and reproduction. Your garden can provide habitat and
become a sanctuary for these animals. If your neighbors also plant natives, your community
will help create the green corridors, or natural pathways, and the food that birds, butterflies,
and other wildlife need to sustain themselves as they move across the landscape.

Northern Virginia native plants are beautiful, resilient, and attract the
pollinators so critical to our local ecosystems!

Learn more about the Plant NoVA Natives Campaign:
www.plantnovanatives.org

Cover Photos (center): Lonicera sempervirens — Coral Honeysuckle, Dot Field/Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Natural Heritage; (inset images top to bottom) Kalmia
latifolia — Mountain Laurel, Margaret Chatham/Virginia Native Plant Society; Fragaria virginiana — Wild Strawberry, Sue Dingwell/Virginia Native Plant Society; Euonymus americanus —
Strawberry-bush, Laura Beaty/VNPS; Claytonia virginica — Spring Beauty, Judy Gallagher; Mertensia virginica — Virginia Bluebell, Laura Beaty/Virginia Native Plant Society.
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